UNICEFUK/Brown

ARTICLE OF THE WEEK:
ARTICLE OF THE WEEK
W O R L D B O O K D AY

INTRODUCING WORLD BOOK DAY
World Book Day was created by UNESCO on 23rd April
1995 as a worldwide celebration of books and reading.

Jenny, RRSA Professional Adviser, introduces
World Book Day

It is marked in over 100 countries around the globe. The first
World Book Day in the UK and Ireland took place in 1997 to
encourage young people to discover the pleasure of reading.
World Book Day is also now a charity with a mission to help
change children’s lives by promoting reading for pleasure,
offering every child and young person the opportunity to have
a book of their own.
This year (2021) marks the 24th year of WBD on 4th March
and we hope you can find many different ways to enjoy
reading.

There are lots of connections between World Book Day and
your rights, especially your rights to access reliable
information, the right to develop your talents and abilities and
the right to relax and play.

Watch Jenny on YouTube

ARTIC LES FOR WORLD BOOK DAY
This week’s activities link to the following articles:

Article 17 - access to information from the media
Every child has the right to reliable information from a
variety of sources, and governments should encourage the
media to provide information that children can understand.
Governments must help protect children from materials that
could harm them.
Article 29 (goals of education)
Education must develop every child’s personality, talents
and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s
respect for human rights, as well as respect for their
parents, their own and other cultures and the environment.
Article 31 (leisure, play and culture)
Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a
wide range of cultural and artistic activities.

EXPLORING WORLD BOOK DAY
How many different
reasons can you
think of why
reading books is
important?

Note your ideas down and
then compare your
thoughts with the next slide.

HOW MANY OF THESE DID YOU GET?
▪

To learn new things about the world

▪

To enjoy a story that makes you laugh, cry or get excited

▪

To use your imagination

▪

To share with friends and family

▪

To find out new things

▪

To get ideas for your own writing and stories

▪

To calm you down

▪

To help get to sleep

▪

To inspire you

Did you get any others?

ACTIVITY TIME
All these activities are
related to…

You don’t need to do every single activity
but if you have time you can do more than one.
Primary

World Book Day is all about
enjoying brilliant books.
Have you ever watched Dog
Loves Books? Dog and Pug
have lots of adventures as
they jump into books – can
you think of a favourite book
you'd love to jump into?
Talk to someone about why
it's your favourite, write a
book review or even write
yourself into the story!

Read a story aloud to a
family member –
remember to use
expression to make the
story exciting and fun.
Show them the pictures
and talk about what is
happening in the pictures
too.

Where’s the most
unusual place you can
go to read a book?
Maybe you have a
favourite spot in the
garden? Or a special
place in your house
somewhere? Tell a
family member or a
friend why you enjoy
reading in this place.

Do you think books are
a bigger or smaller part
of our lives than they
used to be decades
ago? Talk to a parent,
grandparent or another
trusted adult about their
experience of books
and compare it to your
own and to other
children in your class.

ACTIVITY TIME

Books are a great way to
find out new things, like this
one about whales: Could a
Whale Swim to the Moon?
Make a note of 3 interesting
facts from the story.
Do you know any facts
about a different subject that
you can share with the
class?

Primary

Year 4 children at William
Tyndale School worked
with professionals to
create this amazing
animated version of a
book: The Flamingo Who
Didn’t Want To Be Pink.
Could you make your own
animation or comic strip
version of a book you’ve
read?
.
.

Harry Potter is one of the
most famous children’s
book characters. Even
though he a wizard,
Harry wasn’t always able to
enjoy his rights. Talk with
your class about some of
the rights Harry wasn’t able
to enjoy then make up a
spell Harry and his friends
could cast to make
everyone respect rights.
.
.

You have the right to
develop your personality,
talents, and abilities (Article
29), so what would you like
to become great at?
Imagine you’ve become
famous for your talent.
Design the cover of your
autobiography. You’ll need a
title, picture for the front and
then a short blurb for the
back. Share this with your
teacher or your class.
.

REFLECTION
Find somewhere peaceful and quiet. Relax and
let your mind be still. Focus on the sounds of
your breath.

Now lets consider…
▪ Think about a favourite book, what makes it
special to you?
▪ How could you make more time for reading?

▪ Would it be good to encourage others to read
more too?
Spend a couple of moments thinking about this and
then write down your thoughts and if you want, share
this back with your teacher, friends or family.
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Take a moment to breath…
Press play below to do a breathing
exercise and reflect on this week’s
topic.

